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HE approach to Madrid from the west lies up the
Tagus valley. The road is on the right bank of
the Tagus, which for most of its course provides a
sufficient flank protection. The country on the left bank
of the Tagus is mountainous, and with few roads is little
adapted to large military movements An army marching
towards Madrid from Caceres in the west has, however,
to guard its left flank from attacks coming down the
valleys in both the Sierra de Credos and the southern
fringes of the Sierra Guadarrama. Those were exactly
the problems which confronted General Franco when he
marched his African expeditionary force, which with the
addition of local volunteers numbered barely 20,000 men,
to the relief of Toledo and the assault on Madrid
Engaged in the Tagus valley, he had to safeguard his
flank, and therefore he called on General Mola to push
into the Gredos mountains and free the two main valleys,
that of the Puerto del Pico and that leading to St Martin
Valdeiglesias. It was only as these operations were carried
out that his main force was able to proceed. The capture
of the Pico pass preceded the relief of Toledo, the freeing
of the St. Martin Valdeiglesias road followed a few days
afterwards. All these operations were exceedingly ven-
turesome, but the Reds at this stage showed so little
courage and initiative that General Franco and his officers
felt they could afford to take risks
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